
Ana Castañeda Pérez

Project coordinator at La Palma Island Government

ana.castaneda@cablapalma.es

LIGHT POLLUTION 2021
LA PALMA ISLAND

14 May, 2021 



2



3

CONCEPT:  WHAT IS NIGHT LIGHT?

"NIGHT LIGHT", is an Interreg Europe project

(PG102217): Improvement of regional policies for

the reduction of light pollution and protection and

valuation of the dark night sky ”.

•PROJECT LEADING PARTNER: Fryslan

Province (Netherlands) 

•TOTAL OF 9 PARTNERS:

Provincial Council of Ávila (Spain) 

Northern Great Plain Regional Development

Agency (Hungary) 

Our Natural Park (Luxembourg) 

Samso Energy Academy (Denmark) 

Basilicata region (Italy) 

Matera Basilicata Foundation 2019 (Italy) 

Gorenjska Regional Development Agency

(Slovenia) 

Island Council of La Palma (Spain)



4

PROJECT DURATION: 

60 Months (January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2021):

Phase 1 - Interregional Learning Process: 36 Months (January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2019)

Phase 2 - Follow-up of the implementation of the Action Plan: 24 Months (January 1, 2020 - December
31, 2021)

GENERAL OBJECTIVE: 

Improve the implementation of the regional policies of the partners so that they contribute effectively to the
reduction of light pollution, the preservation of dark skies, the valuation and sustainable exploitation of the
potential of “dark skies” destinations, in particular natural spaces and vulnerable landscapes.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE:

To achieve the general objective, the project aims to achieve the following specific objectives: 

1. Identify and analyze current regional policies and prepare recommendations on issues related to light 
pollution and the protection of dark skies (eg: lighting technologies, sustainable exploitation of the 
territory through ecological / astronomical tourism) 

2. Exchange tools, practices and projects related to the contents of the project 

3. Develop concrete, realistic, and stakeholder-supported action plans. The Action Plan will represent the 
roadmap for the introduction of improvements in the regional policies object of the cooperation 

4. Disseminate the practices and experiences acquired during the project to other regions of the EU
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

The Interregional Cooperation Program INTERREG EUROPE 2014 - 2020 establishes the following distribution of 
funding: 

European Union: …………………… ..85% of the total budget 

Subscribing organizations: ………… .15% of the total budget 

In accordance with the provisions of the “NIGHT LIGHT” project, and confirmed by INTERREG Europe (U.E.), the 
project budget is as follows: 

Total project budget:… .................................... € 1,934,088.00 

INTERREG EUROPE contribution: ……….…. € 1,621,079.60

Budget corresponding to La Palma: …….……... € 200,000.00 

INTERREG EUROPE contribution: ……..…..…. € 170,000.00
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PROJECT PHASES

In line with the requirements of the Interregional

Cooperation Program Manual INTERREG

EUROPE 2014 - 2020, the “NIGHT LIGHT”

Project consists of the following two phases:

PHASE 1: Interregional Learning Process

Exchange of experiences and preparation of the

implementation of the lessons to be learned

during this same phase. During Phase 1, each of

the participating regions prepared an action plan

for integrating these lessons and experiences.

The Action Plan includes measures to be

implemented, phases and deadlines, responsible

parties, costs and sources of financing.

PHASE 2: Follow-up of the implementation of the

Action Plan Phase 2 is dedicated to monitoring

the operation of the Action Plan by each of the

partners
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PROJECT ACTIVITY PLANNING 2017 - 2021

LP FR Fryslan P4 OU Naturpark Our P7 RB Regione Basilicata

P2 HB Hajdú-Bihar County Council P5 AK Energi Akademi P8 M19 Matera/Basilicata2019

P3 AV Avila County Council P6 GR Gorenjska RDA P9 PA Cabildo La Palma

PLANNING 2017 - 2021 updated 15March2017

Year

Months jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec jan feb mar apr may

EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCE PHASE 1

Set up regional stakeholder groups all all all

Regional stakeholder group meetings 64 8 8 8 8 8 8

Regional analysis/report (if indicated by partner 0

Regional Action Plans 8 all all all all

Peer rev iew start-up (how-to; groups; timeline) 1 OU AK

Peer rev iew toolkit 1 HB

Peer rev iews 8 HB GR RB/M19OU FR PA AV AK

Peer rev iew Reports 8 all,HB all, GR all,R/M19all,OUall, FR all,PA all,AV all, AK

Directory of policies, good practices and tools 1 all;HB

Interregional seminars for policy learning 6 OU AK FR GR MB/M19 PA

Lessons and Recommendations (=toolkit for other regions) 1 ALL, FR, HB

Monitoring of Action Plan implementation (with local stakehodelrs)

COMMUNICATION AND DISSEMINATION PHASE 1

Communication Plan 1 FR

Website (integrated in INTERREG EUROPE site) 1 FR

Social media

Project logo, identity  1 FR

Posters and roll-up Banners FR

Newsletter (... copies) 8 1 1 1 1 1 1

Brochure (... copies) 1 1

Press releases (1 for each seminar, conference and peer rev iew) 15 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Mid term conference (at end of phase 1) 1 PA

Final conference (end of project) 1

appearances in press, media 80 8 8 3 3 8 3 3 3 3 8 3 3 12

Contribution to INTERREG Thematic Platform 10 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

External representation - other events and conferences

Final publication (publicity  version of lessons & recomm.) 1 FR

Video 1 ALL

Astro photography competition 1

PROJECT MANAGEMENT PHASE 1

Pre-kick-off meeting all

Kick-of meeting (planning, arrangements, fin/admin briefing) 1 OU

Steering Group meeting 10 OU AK HB FR GR MB/M19 PA

Video & skype contacts

INTERREG lead partner seminars (lead partner only) 6

Handbook for administrative and financial procedures 1 FR

Partnership agreement (agreed and signed) 1 all

Setting up 1st Level Control & Administrative system 1 all

Progress report and payment claim (prepared and submitted) 8 all; FR all; FR all; FR all; FR all; FR all; FR

Final report 1

2020

NightLight
Project Activity Planning

Time line of project activities, outputs 

and tasks

2017 2018 2019
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KICK OFF MEETING IN LUXEMBURG MARCH 6 TO 8 2017
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HOW PROTECTING THE SKY FROM LIGHT POLLUTION CAN HELP THE 

ECNOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF A RURAL  AREA THROUGH THE 

ACTIVITIY OF ASTRONOMICAL AND SCIENTIFIC TOURISM
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START OF ASTROTOURISM IN LA PALMA

IN 1985 THE ASTROPHYSICAL COMPLEX OF ROQUE
DE LOS MUCHACHOS IS INAUGURATED

IN 1987 THE FIRST CHARTER FLIGHT ARRIVES TO LA
PALMA ISLAND

IN 1988 THE LAW OF THE SKY OF CANARY IS
APPROVED

20 APRIL 2007 THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
STARLIGHT IS HELD IN PALMA

IN 2009 IT IS CONSTITUTED "THE TABLE OF TOURISM
OF STARS“

IN 2010 THE BIOSPHERE RESERVE PRESENTS A
STUDY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF "ASTROTOURISM
IN LA PALMA“

IN 2011 THE IAC CREATES THE FIGURE OF THE
"STARLIGHT GUIDE“

IN 2011 BEGINS THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE TOURISM
COMPETITIVENESS PLAN "CANARY ISLANDS. A
VOLCANIC EXPERIENCE.

2012 CERTIFICATIONS TOURIST DESTINATION
STARLIGHT AND STARLIGHT RESERVE.
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COMPANY TEMATIZATION

70 TOURIST COMPANIES:

RESTAURANTS

BARS- CAFETERIA

RURAL HOMES

APARTMENTS

HOTELS

ASTRONOMIC SERVICES COMPANIES

STARLIGHT GUIDES

CRAFTSMAN'S STORES

JEWELRY

SALINAS TENEGUÍA (SALT)

MAGAZIN

BODEGAS (WINERY)

NAUTICAL EXCURSION BOATS

LEISURE COMPANIES - INTERMEDIATE
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PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURES:

16 VIEW POINTS AND 4 ASTRONOMIC PATHS



14

TRAINING FOR ENTREPRENEURS

•Management of equipment, creation of sun watches, meetings of 

telescopes

•Experiential Tourism Training Project for Entrepreneurs of Astro

Tourism.

•Fact sheet of activities in Astroturism of Stars Island La Palma
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DISCLOSING ACTIVITIES
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SEMINARS, CONGRESSES AND CONFERENCES ARE POWERED 

WITH SCIENTIFIC-DIVULGATIVE THEME
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FABIO FALCHI PRESENTS THE NEW WORLD ATLAS OF LIGHT

POLLUTION IN LA PALMA

Fabio Falchi: La Palma is one of the few places 

in the world that still maintains dark nights.
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ART AND STARS
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TECHNARTE: PUBLIC-PRIVATE COLLABORATION
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JEWELRY, SOUVENIRS SHOPS ..
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STARMUS FESTIVAL AT LA PALMA 

ROUND TABLE 108 MINUTES

INTERIOR OF THE 

GREAT TELESCOPE 

CANARIAS
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WALK OF THE STARS OF SCIENCE IN THE MARITIME FRONT OF THE

CAPITAL
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ASTROTOURISM GROWTH DATA

2009 FIRST ASTRO COMPANY CREATION (TODAY 6)

2010 START OF CONCERTED VISITS IN ORM

TOURIST DATA:

VISITS TO THE ORM: + 30% YEAR

ASTRONOMIC TOURS: + 50% YEAR
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LA PALMA

ACTION 1. Improving lighting quality 

protection

ACTION 2. Education and Awareness 

Raising 

ACTION 3. Engaging Public 

Sector/Linking politicians and population

ACTION 4. Astrotourism and its 

marketing for economy
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ACTION 1. Improving lighting quality 

protection. 

1.Action

-A1.1 Sky Pact committee creation

-A1.2 Sky quality meters installation 

-A1.3 Establish local rules for light 

pollution control in astronomical 

observation sites and astronomical 

view points.

- A1.4 Calendar for meetings with all 

the municipalities
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ACTION 2. Education and Awareness Raising 

2.Actions

-A2.1 Calendar for meetings with all the municipalities

-A2.2 Local population awareness calendar “Apagón”

-A2.3 Painting contest for school children

-A2.4 Dynamization with local amateur groups

-A2.5 Telescope handling workshops

-A2.6 Astronomy day at school

-A2.7 Organised visits to the Roque de Los Muchachos

Observatory

- A2.8 Astronomer workshop
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.

A2.2 Local population awareness calendar 
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ACTION 3. Engaging 

Public Sector/Linking 

politicians and population 

-A3.1 Calendar for meetings with all 

the municipalities to spread the 

preservation of the sky.

-A3.2 Coordination with municipality 

representatives for astro-tourism 

events development

-A3.3 Stimulate the creation of new 

dark areas for stargazing 

CUADRANTE DE REUNIONES DE LA MESA DE ASTROTURISMO DEL CONSEJO SECTORIAL DE TURISMO DEL CABILDO 

INSULAR DE LA PALMA CON LOS AYUNTAMIENTOS DE LA ISLA 

 

 

DÍA AYUNTAMIENTO HORA MIEMBROS DE LA MESA ASISTENTES PERSONA DE CONTACTO 

12 DE MARZO TAZACORTE 09:30 PEDRO ALVAREZ,TOÑO GLEZ, BLASCO David Ruiz 

12 DE MARZO LOS LLANOS DE ARIDANE 11:20 PEDRO ALVAREZ,TOÑO GLEZ, BLASCO Inmaculada Fdez. Pérez + Alcaldesa 

12 DE MARZO EL PASO 13:15 PEDRO ALVAREZ,TOÑO GLEZ, BLASCO Omar Hdez. Concepción + Alcalde 

16 DE MARZO BARLOVENTO 09:30 LUIS HERNÁNDEZ, BLASCO Jacob Quadri 

16 DE MARZO PUNTALLANA 11:30 LUIS HERNÁNDEZ, RUBÉN LÓPEZ, BLASCO Héctor Cabrera Hdez. + Alcalde 

16 DE MARZO BREÑA BAJA 13:30 LUIS HERNÁNDEZ, RUBÉN LÓPEZ, BLASCO, ANA GARCÍA Juan Manuel Pérez + Alcalde 

17 DE MARZO BREÑA ALTA 09:30 PEDRO ALVAREZ, ANA GARCÍA, TOÑO GLEZ. Laura García Bonilla 

17 DE MARZO SANTA CRUZ DE LA PALMA 13:00 PEDRO ALVAREZ, TOÑO GLEZ, Virginia Espinosa 

18 DE MARZO GARAFÍA 10:00 PEDRO ALVAREZ , MIGUEL CALERO, BLASCO, TOÑO GLEZ,   Vanesa Pérez + Alcalde 

18 DE MARZO PUNTAGORDA 11:30 PEDRO ALVAREZ , MIGUEL CALERO, BLASCO, TOÑO GLEZ,   Silvia Martín Mederos 

18 DE MARZO TIJARAFE 13:00 PEDRO ALVAREZ , MIGUEL CALERO, BLASCO, TOÑO GLEZ,   Diana Lorenzo Brito + Alcalde 

19 DE MARZO VILLA DE MAZO 09:00 RUBÉN LÓPEZ Goretti Pérez Corujo 

19 DE MARZO FUENCALIENTE 11:00 RUBÉN LÓPEZ Celia Santos + Alcalde 

Después de 24 SAN ANDRÉS Y SAUCES -  Francisco Paz 
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ACTION 4. Astrotourism and its 

marketing for economy

4.Actions

-A4.1 Create a catalogue for 

astrotourism thematization

-A4.2 Course for astro entrepreneurs 

about story telling with the outcome of a 

catalogue 

-A4.3 Promoting La Palma through 

international events: Reventon Trail, 

Stars Festivalito, international astro

photography contest, Starlight 

International day, Astrofest, scientific 

congress….

- A4.5 Propose new infrastructures and 

also boost the finishing of those that 

are already under construction



Thank you! 


